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SUBJECT: NATIONAL DIALOGUE-UPDATE 

REF: MANAGUA 5 116 

SUMMARY: THE IMPULSE FOR A NATIONAL DIALOGUE HAS NOT ENTIRELY 
DISSIPATED BUT THE SENSE OF URGENCY THAT FOLLOWED THE OCTOBER 
GUERRILLA ATTACKS IS DECREASEING. NEVERTHELESS, THE COMMITTEE TO 
COORDINATE THE DIALOGUE HEADED BY THE ARCHBISHOP CONTINUES ITS 
CONSULTATIONS AND NEW MANIFESTOES BY POLITICAL OPPOSITION AND "THE 
TWELVE" HAVE APPEARED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE IMPULSE FOR A NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON WAYS TO SOLVE THE SOCIO- 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS THAT HAVE BRED POLITICAL VIOLENCE HAS NOT DISA- 
PEARED, BUT THE SENSE OF URGENCYILHAT FOLLOWED THE OCTOBER GUERRILLA 
ATTACKS IF DECREASING. THE COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE THE DIALOGUE 
HEADED BY ARCHBISHOP OBANDO Y BRAVO HAS CONTINUED TO DISCUSS BASES 
FOR A DIALOGUE WITH POLITICAL AND PRIVATE SECTOR GROUPS. ACCORDING 
TO A LA PRENSA STORY OF NOV. 4. THE ARCHBISHOP STATED THAT A 
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MAJORITY OF NICARAGUANSE WERE IN AGREEMENT THAT THE DIALOGUE WAS 
NECESSARY TO CORRECT EVILS AND AVOID FURTHER BLOODSHED. REFERRING 
TO PRESIDENT SOMOZA'S STATEMENT THAT HE IS WILLING TO DIALOGUE BUT 
NOT AT PRESENT TIME (REFTEL), THE ARCHBISHOP NOTED THAT SOMOZA HAD 
LEFT THE DOOR OPEN TO THE DIALOGUE. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE 
ARCHBISHOP HAS ASKED POLITICAL AND PRIVATE SECTOR GROUPS FOR THIER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE AGENDA. AND HAS MET WITH SOMOZA. 
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2. IN A DOCUMENT DATED NOV. 1. THE AGUERIST AND AUTENTICO FACTIONS 
OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY. THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY FACTION PRE- 
SIDED BY ROGER MIRANDA, AND THE PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS THAT COM- 
POSE THE UNION OF DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION (UDEL), DECLARED THEIR SUP- 
PORT FOR THE ARCHBISHOP'S COMMITTEE, STATED THAT THEY WERE INVOLVED 
IN CONSULTATIONS AMONG THEMSELVES TO INITIATE A UNITED STRUGGLE FOR 
THE DEMOCRATIZATION OF NICARAGUA, AND THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO 
PARTICIPATE IN QUOTE ANY PATRIOTIC MEETINGS UNQUOTE CALLED BY THE 
ARCHBISHOP S COMMITTEE. ALTHOUGH THE OFFICIALLY-RECOGNIZED CONSER- 
VATIVE PARTY (PCN) WAS NOT A SIGNATORY, IT HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN CON- 
SULTATIONS FOR THE DIALOGUE AND ITS LEADERS HAVE INDICATED SUPPORT 
FOR THE DOCUMENT S PRINCIPLES. 

3. ON NOV. 5, LA PRENSA PUBLISHED THE TEXT OF A NEW DOCUMENT SIGNED 
BY THE "TWELVE" (THE "TWELVE'S" ORIGINAL DOCUMENT HAD DENOUNCED 
GON REPRESSION AND CORRUPTION AND CALLED FOR A NATIONAL SOLUTION 
WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF THE FSLN). THE NEW STATEMENT DECLARES THAT 
QUOTE THERE CANNOT BE A DIALOGUE WITH SOMOZA NOT ONLY BECAUSE HE 
HIMSELF REJECTS IT BUT BECAUSE HE IS THE PRINCIPAL OBSTACLE TO ANY 
NATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. UNQUOTE. THE DOCUMENT CALLS ON NICARAGUANS 
TO QUOTE JOIN FORCES TO OBTAIN THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE SOMOCISTA 
DICTATORSHIP. UNQUOTE. IN A SPEECH AFTER HIS RETURN FROM THE UNITED 
STATES ON NOV. 6, UDEL PRESIDENT PEDRO J. CHAMORRO APPEARED TO RE- 
JECT A DIALOGUE WITH SOMOZA. CHARMORRO'S NEWSPAPER LA PRENSA, HOW- 
EVER, HAS NOT PUBLICIZED THIS APPARENT REJECTION, WHICH WAS CRITI- 
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CIZED BY SOME OF CHAMORRO'S OWN ALLIES. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE MOST OF THE POLITICAL OPPOSITION CONTINUES TO 
BACK THE NATIONAL DIALOGUE AS A MEANS OF FORCING SOMOZA OUT, THE 
SENSE OF URGENCY OF SOME ELEMENTS IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR APPEARS 
TO HAVE DIMINISHED AS THE MEMORY OF THE GUERRILLA ATTUCKS RECEDES 
AND A MEASURE OF ECONOMIC NORMALITY RETURNS. THE RETURN OF A SIGNI- 
FICANT PART OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO ITS USUAL POLITICALLY PASSIVE 

ROLE WOULD MAKE MEANINGFUL CONCESSIONS BY SOMOZA EVEN MORE UNLIKELY. 
HOWEVER, THE FSLN, WHICH HAS BEEN QUIESCENT SINCE THE MID-OCTOBER 
ATTACKS, MAY UNDERTAKE FURTHER ATTACKS IF THEY BELIEVE PROGRESS IS 
NOT BEING MADE TOWARD INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES AS A RESULT OF THE 
DIALOGUE. SUCH ACTIVITY WOULD LIKELY REKINDLE THE INTEREST OF THE 
PRIVATE SECTOR IN WORKING FOR CHANGE. 
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